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Abstract: Despite 100 years of management theory, most business ex-
ecutives are still uncomfortable applying simple linear regression. In
this talk we will cover areas where that may be changing — where
mathematical thinking is supporting more effective corporate analysis,
planning and decision making. We will use simple analogies and exam-
ples from engineering that suggest better mathematical approaches to
common business problems.

Background: Basic familiarity with linear algebra, calculus and statis-
tics is required. Some experience with business and engineering prob-
lems is useful.

About the speaker: Hans Johansen received his Ph.D. in Mechanical
Engineering from the University of California, Berkeley, focusing on al-
gorithms in computational fluid dynamics. He is currently Chief Archi-
tect for Washington Mutual (now part of JP Morgan Chase), focusing
on technology strategy, innovation and governance.

Snacks in MH331B at 2:30 pm

Talk starts at 3 pm
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